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The sun smiling down on Tarrington! 
 

The first partial solar eclipse of the century 
Friday 21 March 2015 
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Thursday 7th May Elections 

Most people will be aware that the General Election is to be held on 
Thursday 7 May 2015. However, in Herefordshire there will also be elec-
tions for the 53 seats on Herefordshire Council and approximately 1200 
seats on the 137 Town/Parish Councils. All existing councillors must 
seek re-election if they wish to remain as a Councillor. 

With regard to Town/Parish Councils anyone can stand as a Councillor if 
they are at least 18 years old, they are a British citizen, an eligible Com-
monwealth citizen or a citizen of any other member state of the European 
Union. In addition candidates must meet at least one of the following 
qualifications: 

 You have lived in the parish/community or within 3 miles of it dur-
ing the whole 12 months before the day of nomination and the day 
of election 

Fastershire Broadband Improvement Project 
Tarrington Progress Report – March 2015  

 
Some of you may have noticed the appearance of two new green boxes 
on the verge alongside the telephone exchange, opposite the Tarrington 
Arms. There has also been some activity along the road to Hereford with 
new cabling being installed. This is all preparation work for the upgrading 
of the broadband service in the village to ‘Superfast’. The first subscrib-
ers should be connected within one month and the process is scheduled 
for completion in June. Upgrade of your connection will not be automatic, 
but you should be informed when it is available and invited to subscribe 
via the ISP of your choice. Those of you with very slow services at pre-
sent (< 1MBps) may have the option of a fibre connection to your house 
(at a price!) 
 
I have more information than I can squeeze into this article, so please 
contact me for further information. 
 
John Tallis:  
 
Please visit www.fastershire.com/where-when/exchange-information for 
more information. 
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 You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government 
elector for the parish/community in which you wish to stand 

 You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises 
in the parish/community during the whole 12 months before the 
day of your nomination and the day of election 

 Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the 
day of nomination and the day of election has been in the parish/
community  

In addition to the qualifications to stand for election there are also a few 
reasons that would disqualify someone seeking election and that is if you 
are employed by the Council, you are the subject of a bankruptcy re-
strictions order or interim order, you have been imprisoned for 3 months 
(including suspended sentence) and, finally, you have been found guilty 
of corrupt or illegal election practices. 

So, subject to the above qualifications/disqualifications anyone with an 
interest in their local community can seek election to their local Town/
Parish Council. 

If you are interested and would be comfortable in speaking at Council 
meetings that are open to the public and have the time to attend meet-
ings and support the work of your local Town/Parish Council, then why 
not put yourself forward. You only need two local people to support your 
nomination. It really is as simple as that. 

If there are more candidates than vacancies, then an election will be held 
on the same day as the General Election and the Herefordshire Council 
Election. If there are less candidates than there are vacancies you would 
be elected unopposed. 

You do not need to belong to a political party to become a councillor. 

You will find guidance about becoming a councillor on the Electoral Com-
mission website and the Clerk to your local Town/Parish Council can pro-
vide you with the appropriate nomination paper. Alternatively, you can 
contact the Elections Office at Herefordshire Council on 01432 260107. 

Electoral Services Office 
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Your vote matters, make sure you’re in 

The way you register to vote has changed. Up until now, the head of a 
household has been responsible for registering everyone who lives at an 
address. However, since June 2014 people in England and Wales have 
needed to register as individuals. 

In August 2014 we were able to move 86% of those registered voters in 
Herefordshire onto the new register automatically after checking their de-
tails with the Department for Work and Pensions. But for various reasons 
the remaining 14% of electors on the register did not match and all now 
have to re-register to vote ahead of the General Election on May 7th 
2015.  

If you are one of those whose details did not match the information held 
by the Department for Work and Pensions then you would have received 
a letter from the Elections Office at Herefordshire Council asking you to 
register individually. If you have received a letter asking you to register 
individually this means that you will need to re-register in order to be able 
to vote by post in the May election.  

If you have recently moved, you must register to vote at your new ad-
dress. You are not registered at a new property automatically, even if you 
pay council tax. The simplest way to register is online at: www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote or to call 01432 260107. 

Community Garden Volunteers 
 
Would you like to help to re-instate the 
playgroup garden at Lady Emily Hall? The 
garden has become overgrown and could 
be used by local parishioners, the Monday 
playgroup and the Brownies. We aim to 
prune overgrown bushes and the willow 
house, clear the ground and small pond 
and plant some bulbs and flowers. Please 
meet at the garden on Saturday 25

th
 April 

from 10am to 12pm and check notice 
boards for more news. If you would like to 
help or have any ideas please email 
janette.ward 
 



5 

 

 

Flicks in the Sticks Films  
Lady Emily Hall    

 
All films start at 7.30pm, with refreshments and wine available both at the begin-
ning and at a half-time interval. Tickets will be £4.50 (£2.50 U-16) at the door. If 
you need any help getting to the films, or could offer help to set up, serve teas 
etc., contact John Tallis on 01432 890720. 
 

 

18
th

 April The Theory of Everything (12A) 
This is the story of the most brilliant and celebrated physicist of our time, Ste-
phen Hawking, and Jane Wilde the arts student he fell in love with whilst study-
ing at Cambridge. Little was expected from Stephen Hawking, a bright but shift-
less student of cosmology, given just two years to live following the diagnosis of 
a fatal illness at 21 years of age. He became galvanised by Jane Wilde, and 
went on to be called the successor to Einstein, as well as a husband and father 
to their three children. Over the course of their marriage, as Stephen's body col-
lapsed and his academic renown soared, fault lines were exposed that tested 
their relationship and dramatically altered the course of both of their lives.  

Director: James Marsh  

Writers: Anthony McCarten (screenplay), Jane Hawking (book)  

Stars: Eddie Redmayne, Felicity Jones, Tom Prior.  

 
16

th
 May  The Imitation Game (12A) 

Three time periods in the life of Cambridge University Mathematics professor 
Alan Turing are presented. The first is in WWII, at the beginning of which he, an 
expert of puzzle solving, is hired by the British government to work in a team 
attempting to break what is largely seen as the unbreakable message output 
from the German encryption machine, code-named Enigma.  

The second is 1928, when Alan is a youth attending boarding school. Even then, 
he is seen as being different and is bullied because of it. His only real friend at 
the school is Christopher Morcom. ‘Christopher’ is what he would end up naming 
his machine.  

The third is 1951, after Alan's Manchester home is reported broken into by his 
neighbour. Because nothing was stolen, Alan is quick to dismiss the police. But 
lead investigator, Detective Robert Nock, believes Alan is hiding something in 
dismissing them so quickly. 

Director: Morten Tyldrum  

Writers: Andrew Hodges (book), Graham Moore 

Stars: Benedict Cumberbatch, Keira Knightley, Matthew Goode 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0149491/?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm6290133
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0100597/?ref_=tt_ov_wr
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Saga of the Stoke Edith Station Project: Part 2 
  
Having sorted the land ownership and safety (including fencing) issues 
with Network Rail (NR), work commenced. 
  
First job was the gentle lifting of the rickety PortaKabin (PK) from the sta-
tion build site (very delicate work with my crane required here) – suc-
cessfully accomplished, now re-sited awaiting restoration and re-cladding 
in best GWR tradition. 
  
Next was making and erecting of fence which ran away with an unex-
pected amount of money (still yet to be completed at far end); following 
closely would have been site clearance, but my ‘day job’ got in the way 
(July and August are critical). 
  
I was back on the case by September. It was then discovered that the 
concrete pad on which British Rail had placed the PK was of 10” rein-
forced concrete (for a wooden PK) - why? Instead of a morning’s work 
with my jack hammer, it needed a man with a digger with hydraulic 
‘pecker’ for  nearly a week! By now we were nearly four times over the 
budget set for getting to footings stage. To add to the disturbance of my 
mental equilibrium was the fact that the lovely 2013 Summer was at an 
end and bad weather was approaching! NR’s stance and prevarication 
cost me dear. Had we been able to start straight after planning approval, 
the roof could have been going on by then. 
 
However, we did manage to get the footings dug and foundations’ con-
crete poured before the weather broke in October. There were a few dry-
ish days in the rest of October when floor slabs were laid and build got up 
to DPC. In spite of the wettest Autumn for ages we got build up to win-
dow ledge level and equivalent for fireplaces and chimney stacks by the 
end of 2013; nothing much done for the next four and a half months – 
seriously wet Winter and Spring. 
 
Weather improved in May and June/July were quite  good and we got on 
well (now having the good services of Rob Tyler and another useful 
builder from Allensmore way). Various difficulties emerged with the build 
from time to time (due to some inaccuracies back in the early stages); 
however these two fellows managed to overcome them, but with some 
time loss. We got to wall plate level (ably fitted by Roger Lane and Rob) 
by late October and were then able to crane in the platform steel girder 
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Contd... 
 
(which supports part of the roof on that side). 
  
Rob got on with bringing up the chimney stacks – both East and West 
stacks were to be connected by a steel main ridge girder held by steel 
collars embedded around the flu liners. Once Rob had put in the chimney 
pad stones (and similar on the internal load bearing walls) all was ready 
for the lift of the main ridge girder (about 30 feet long and 1/4 tonne). This 
task was carried out with my crane mid-November. 
  
Roger Lane and his son Ben started on the roof proper a few days later. 
This, due to my designing the station as a Brunelian ‘Swiss chalet’ style 
building with very large overhangs, but incorporating two conventional 
roofed dormer type extensions, had made the roof a most complex build 
(much stopping for head scratching and some re-design work by me). 
Nevertheless, by virtue of most excellent work by Roger, Ben and Rob, 
we are currently (March) at the stage of raftering 3/4 done, and chimneys 
almost ready for capping (perhaps we might have a ‘topping out’ par-
ty?). Hope to have the slates on by the end of next month.  
  
It is unlikely there will be much to report in the next Tatler. My prediction 
was that I would run out of funds by April/May; this is still the case. Work 
will have to either cease at that point, or at least proceed at a very slow 
rate. 
  
Hopefully my day job will have earned me enough to bring things back up 
to speed by the end of Summer; watch this space... 
  
In the meantime, supporters finding themselves with not much else to do 
on a fine Sunday are more than welcome to call in and have a look 
around. 
  
My regards to all, Mike Davies 
 
Out of interest, there is a team train coming along the line on 7th 
June. The time is not known as yet. All wishing for a closer view of 
the thundering monster are welcome to come onto our station plat-
form. Drinks were available last time (alcoholic via a well known vil-
lage member, tea and coffee via us). Hope the same again. 
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LADY EMILY HALL EVENTS 
APRIL 

Wednesday 
01 April 

Friendship Club 
11.30 am 

Tuesday 
21 April 

Craft Club 
10.30 am 

Monday 
06 April 

Bowls Club 
7.30 pm 

Wednesday 
22 April 

Brownies 
6.00 pm 

Monday 
13 April 

Parents and Tots Group 
10.00 am 

Thursday 
23 April 

Badminton 
8.00 pm 

Monday 
13 April 

WI 
7.00 pm 

Friday 
24 April 

Pilates Class 
09.30 am 

Tuesday 
14 April 

Craft Club 
10.30 am 

Monday 
27 April 

Parents and Tots Group 
10.00 am 

Wednesday 
15 April 

Brownies 
6.00 pm 

Monday 
27 April 

Bowls Club 
7.00 pm 

Thursday 
16 April 

Badminton 
8.00 pm 

Tuesday 
28 April 

Craft Club 
10.30 am 

Friday 
17 April 

Pilates Class 
09.30 am 

Wednesday 
29 April 

Brownies 
6.00 pm 

Saturday 
18 April 

Flicks: The Theory of Eve-
rything: 7.30 pm 

Thursday 
30 April 

Badminton 
8.00 pm 

Monday 
20 April 

Parents and Tots Group 
10.00 am 

  

Facts about April… 
1. In Old English, the month of April was called Eastermoriad. 

2. According to a fairly recent survey, 62% of people called April believe 

that April is a good name for a baby. 

3. April was the 233rd most popular name for a baby girl in the UK in 

2012, just ahead of Josephine but behind Natalie. 

4. The earliest known use of the phrase April Fool dates back to 1693. 

5. In Belgium, France and Italy, there is an April Fool tradition of playing 

pranks on people by tacking paper fish on their backs, hence April 

Fool’s Day is called Poisson d’Avril in these countries. 

6. “April is the cruellest month...” (opening line to TS Eliot’s The Waste 

Land). 
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LADY EMILY HALL EVENTS 
MAY 

Friday 
01 May 

Pilates Class 
09.30 am 

Saturday 
16 May 

Flicks: The Imitation Game: 
7.30 pm 

Monday 
04 May 

Bowls Club 
7.00 pm 

Monday 
18 May 

Parents and Tots Group 
10.00 am 

Tuesday 
05 May 

Craft Club 
10.30 am 

Monday 
18 May 

Bowls Club 
7.00 pm 

Wednesday 
06 May 

Brownies 
6.00 pm 

Tuesday 
19 May 

Craft Club 
10.30 am 

Thursday 
07 May 

Polling Station 
From 07.00 am 

Wednesday 
20 May 

Brownies 
6.00 pm 

Friday 
08 May 

Pilates Class 
09.30 am 

Thursday 
21 May 

Badminton 
8.00 pm 

Monday 
11 May 

Parents and Tots Group 
10.00 am 

Friday 
22 May 

Pilates Class 
09.30 am 

Monday 
11 May 

WI 
7.00 pm 

Saturday 
23 May 

Tarrington Quiz 
7.30 pm 

Tuesday 
12 May 

Craft Club 
10.30 am 

Sunday 
24 May 

Yarkhill Church Afternoon 
Tea: 3.00 pm 

Wednesday 
13 May 

Brownies 
6.00 pm 

Tuesday 
26 May 

Craft Club 
10.30 am 

Thursday 
14 May 

Badminton 
8.00 pm 

Thursday 
28 May 

Badminton 
8.00 pm 

Friday 
15 May 

Pilates Class 
09.30 am 

Friday 
29 May 

Pilates Class 
09.30 am 

Facts about May… 
1. The month of May was named for Maia, the Greek goddess of fertility. 

2. In any given year, no month ever begins or ends on the same day of 

the week that May does. 

3. According to old Cornish tradition, it is unlucky to buy a broom during 

the month of May. 

4. No US president has ever died during the month of May. Harry S Tru-

man and John F Kennedy have been the only ones born in May. 

5. According to the Roman poet Ovid, ‘Bad girls wed in May’. 
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Dear All, 

 

“So what's with the rabbits Andy?” I asked, but our excellent editor, Andy, 

doubtless captured  the Zeitgeist when he illustrated the 'Easter Services' 

insert in the last edition of the Tatler with bunnies and eggs. Despite this 

he was sympathetic to my query about whether we might have art work ra-

ther more closely linked to the real events of Easter. 

 

For most people, of course, Easter time brings the enjoyment of a Spring 

holiday, a cheerfulness at the ending of winter and an optimism about new 

beginnings and you would be in a poor way if you couldn't join in with some of 

that but if you do sense that Easter might just be about rather more, do let 

me invite you to move gently past the bunnies to hear the story as it unfolds 

during Holy Week and do so right here in your very own parish church. 

There are no certainties on offer and you will not find yourself in a church 

that claims to know all the answers but the other pilgrims will welcome you 

on the journey. 

 

Despite my having been a bit sniffy about the bunnies, it really is wonderful 

to see that new life bursting out around us and who would want to be any-

where else at this time of year. But I'm going to leave that there. It is bet-

ter that we simply marvel and feel thankful than we go too far down the 'All 

things bright and beautiful routine' which can all sound rather too twee. In-

deed I am reminded of the story of the vicar, who was just doing that and 

in a voice, (with more than a passing resemblance to the Alan Bennett curate 

sketch), as he waxed lyrical from the pulpit. 

 

“Do you see children, do you see out of the window there, that little crea-
ture running across the churchyard? Do you know my little ones what that 
creature is to us?” 
 

to which one child volunteered wearily,  

 

“Well I'm sure the answer's Jesus but it looks like a squirrel to me” 

LETTER FROM THE CLERGY 
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 So Happy Easter, bunnies and eggs, all of that but most of all a revolution-

ary way of seeing our lives, our world and all of its possibilities. 

 

Yours  John 

 

….and if you missed the Alan Bennett sketch all those years ago, treat your-
self and type into the You Tube box  'Alan Bennett take a pew' 
 
Alternatively, visit: www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOsYN---eGk to view the 

sketch. 

Ter-ran-ter-rah tiddly pom 
 

G & S innit.....so here's the advance notice of a performance of Gilbert 

and Sullivan's shortest operetta, 'Trial by Jury' on the evening of Sat-

urday October 10th directed by Sue Millington-Jones with Rob West 

providing the musical direction. Write a note in your diary now. 

 

This joint fund raising event, (hall and church), will start with a meal of 

possibly the best cottage pie in Herefordshire accompanied by fine 

wines. Details of tickets etc. will be 

available nearer the time.  

 

If you would like to take part then 

come to the first read/sing through 

which will be at 2.30 pm on Saturday 

18th April. The hall is not available on 

that day and so we will meet in the 

church. Do give me a call if you need to 

know more before jumping in. 

 

John Watkins 890595 
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Royal British Legion Service 
 

Does anyone know when the Tarrington Branch of the Royal British 

Legion came to an end and merged with another branch? Are there 

any photos in your album? 

 

The standard, (I called it a flag but have since been corrected), has 

come to light and is to be 'laid up' in the church at a special ceremo-

ny on 26th April (11.00 am). There will be an address on the work of 

the Legion by Wing Commander Peter Hereford OBE and it seems 

the right occasion to set out our exhibition about George Evesham, 

whose name was added to the war memorial for our last Remem-

brance Sunday Service. 

 

Do let me know if you can help with any information about the Tar-

rington Branch or related matters. 

 

John Watkins 890595 

The Vicars’ Tea Party 
 

Sunday 24th May 3 - 5pm  
At Tarrington Village Hall 

 
AFTERNOON  TEA 
with entertainment  

by the delightful, amusing  
and musical  

The Rev. John, The Very Rev. 
Nick 

The Rev. Robert, Hilary 
 and  others. 

 
Teas £8.50 under 12’s free 

 
Proceeds to Yarkhill Church  

Easter Lilies 
 

As ever, there will be a beautiful 
Floral Display in Church for Easter 

 
 
 
 
 

If you wish to sponsor a lily, to re-
member someone dear to you, or to 

celebrate a special event, please 
talk to Peggy 

 
 

Or call at 15 Pound Close 
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CHURCH SERVICES: APRIL/MAY 

 TARRINGTON YARKHILL STOKE EDITH 

Thursday 

02 April 
Maundy Thursday 

Eucharist 

7.00 pm 

 Holy Communion 

11.00 am 

Friday 

03 April 

Procession of Witness: Tarrington to Yarkhill 1.30 pm 

(Good Friday)  

Saturday 

04 April 
Easter Eve 

Easter Vigil 

8.00 pm 

  

Sunday 

05 April 
Easter Day 

Eucharist 

9.30 am 

Easter Day 

11.00 am 

 

Sunday 

12 April 

Evensong 

6.30 pm 

  

Sunday 

19 April 

Eucharist 

9.30 am 

Morning Prayer 

11.00 am 

 

Sunday 

26 April 

Royal British Le-

gion Service 11 am 

 Holy Communion 

11.00 am 

Sunday 

03 May 

Eucharist 

9.30 am 

Eucharist 

11.00 am 

 

Sunday 

10 May 

Evensong 

6.30 pm 

  

Thursday 

14 May 

Ascension Day: Eucharist Group Service at Bosbury 

8.00 am 

Sunday 

17 May 

Eucharist 

9.30 am 

Morning Prayer 

11.00 am 

 

Sunday 

24 May 

Informal Worship 

11.00 am 

Eucharist 

11.00 am 

Holy Communion 

11.00 am 

Sunday 

31 May 

Trinity Sunday: Worship together at Bosbury 

10.00 am 
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Report from Cllr John Hardwick, Herefordshire Council 
Council Tax will rise by 1.9 per cent from April 2015. Cllr Hardwick will stand 
for re-election in May. 
 
Parish Wish List 
It is advisable for Parish Councils to provide a ‘wish list’, regularly updated, 
to Herefordshire Council, pending availability of funding. Cllr Tallis proposed: 

 Improvements to School Lane road surface, verges, footpath and 
drainage 

 Improvements to junctions with the A438 at Tarrington Arms and the 

top of School Road 

 Improvement to footpath TR3 from School Lane to the A438 at Tarring-
ton Arms to provide access to the bus stop 

 Pedestrian crossing on the A438 at the Tarrington Arms 

 Extension of speed limit on the A438 from the top of School Road and 
through Garbrook. 

 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
Cllr John Tallis reported that there had been two sessions open to Parishion-
ers when a comprehensive display of information had been made available 
for discussion. 30 per cent of the electorate in the Parish attended and com-
pleted questionnaires. Parishioners were informed that since the original 
questionnaire, there had been information from Herefordshire Council that on 
sites of less than 10 houses, there was no requirement for developers to pro-
vide ‘affordable housing’. When informed of this, the majority of respondents 
were in favour of sites larger than 10 houses so that ‘affordable housing’ 
would be provided. Cllr Tallis also reported that Herefordshire Council are 
required by the government to revise their Core Strategy document. There 
are two ‘planning areas’ in the Parish known as RA1 and RA2. The redefini-
tion of the rural strategy will result in a requirement for houses to be provided 
within the Parish, rather than within the village (editor’s note: see the NDP 
Progress Report on page 28 for more information). 

Contd 

 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - 9TH MARCH 2015 
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It is possible that this could result in an increased number of houses being 
provided. The report will be published by the end of March and the NDP 
Steering group would arrange for further consultations to inform Parishioners 
and seek their views. This will be after the General Election in May. In the 
meantime an Environmental Assessment within the village will go ahead. 
 
Highways and Footpaths 
A survey of potholes and highways issues would be carried out by Cllrs Tal-
lis and Grey and a report made to Balfour Beatty via the clerk. Cllr Tallis re-
ported that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) had recorded a small drop in 
speeds through the village. 
 
There was a discussion about provision of street signs. These would be 
funded by the Parish Council. The Clerk will enquire of Herefordshire Council 
and the Post Office to check the correct street names; for example, Church 
Lane, Aldersend Road, Tarrington Common Road, School Road, Village 
Road, and where the signs should be located. Signs for the Village Green 
could be included.   
 
Councillors discussed the new Lengthsman Scheme which requires the Par-
ish Council to commission the Lengthsman to repair potholes, if he is willing 
to receive training, or to commission a contractor for some of the repairs 
needed.   
 
Date of next meeting: 
Monday 11th May, Annual Parish Meeting 7 pm. Parish Council AGM 7.30 
pm. Lady Emily Hall 

Gardens in the Wild celebrates the unique beauty of Herefordshire's border 
landscape and gardens. The festival is held at Stagg Meadow, Titley on the 
weekend of June 20 and 21 this year and will feature talks by well known plants-
men and garden writers, along with stalls selling plants, garden equipment and 
Herefordshire produce. Ten private gardens will open especially for the festival. 
 
Further information: www.gardensinthewild.org  
Email: info@gardensinthewild.co.uk 
Phone: Blair Priday 07974 269166 or Jane Wheatley 07880 505761 
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TARRINGTON 80 CLUB DRAW 

 

JANUARY 2015 
1st  G. Godsall   £20  (No. 115) 
2nd  S. Stock   £15  (No. 88) 
3rd A. Stock   £10  (No. 81) 
 

FEBRUARY 2015 
1st  B. Hamilton  £20   (No. 55)    
2nd J .Clay    £15  (No. 75) 
3rd M. Psirides     £10  (No. 79) 
 

COULD YOU ADOPT? 
 

‘Our life has so changed since we had Jake, he makes us smile every 
day’, says one of our Herefordshire adopters. 
 
Many people still think adoption is only for young married couples but this 
is no longer the case. The only age barrier is that you must be over 21 
years to adopt. There is no upper limit but you will need lots of physical 
and emotional energy. Single people, those in same sex relationships 
and people with disabilities are welcomed as adopters.  
 
Every year there are about 20 Herefordshire children of all ages needing 
a safe, stable, loving home. Herefordshire Council Adoption Team wel-
come enquiries from a variety of people to suit a variety of children with 
different needs. 
 
To make confidential enquiries please call our friendly team on 01432 
383241 or email: adoption@herefordshire.gov.uk. For further information, 
visit www.herefordshire.gov.uk/adoption 



17 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
Our February meeting was, as predicted, very much enjoyed by all. We decided 
we were not very good at telling untruths as we tried to make our words, which 
were very difficult to pronounce, sound convincing. This evening was very much 
enjoyed. We were also very pleased to have two visitors. 
 
Jan Pierce very kindly agreed to come to us in March with her slides of Andalu-
cia. These were absolutely lovely and it was lovely hearing from somebody who 
had actually lived there. It looked stunning.  
 
Our future meetings are Joy Wright ‘War Within Without’ and this is on 13

th
 April.  

On the 11
th
 May we have the W.I. Resolutions Meeting. We also have Jess 

Jobertshaw talking on her planned trip to Japan with the Scouts. I am sure she is 
working very hard to gather the money together to go. She is coming again on 
14

th
 September to tell us of her experience; I am sure she will have a wonderful 

time and we all look forward to hearing about it.  
 
Margaret Townsend 

MARSDEN MARCH 2015 
 
Well, I did it!! By the time you read this, I will have walked (not marched). I decid-
ed to do this in memory of our daughter Louise who died in the Royal Marsden 
Cancer Hospital in February 2013. You may know about this. 
 
The March takes place to raise money for the Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. 
Many of you have already given me cash and cheques, payable to the Royal 
Marsden Cancer Charity, which I will forward on to the Charity. Others have do-
nated directly via their justgiving site, which relates to me, Walker No. 6145. I do 
thank you for your generosity. If you have not been able to do so, it is not too 
late!  
 
If you would prefer to give through the Royal Marsden site, please do so by go-
ing on-line to justgiving.com/Liz-Tallis. 
 
Thank you for your help.                        Liz Tallis   

STOKE EDITH & TARRINGTON W.I. 
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Dogs in the Countryside... 
 

At this time of year vets ask people to keep their dogs on leads when walk-
ing near sheep as the lambing season is well under way. Ewes are especial-
ly vulnerable at lambing time and vets and the National Sheep Association 
are seeing a rise in the number of attacks by dogs on sheep. This may result 
in lambs being aborted and sheep and lambs being injured or killed. In the 
27th February 2014 issue of The Hereford Times, the British Veterinary Asso-
ciation president and vet Robin Hargreaves said: ‘Even dogs that are usually 
calm and good-natured can become very excitable and difficult to control 
when faced with livestock’. In the same article, another vet is also quoted as 
saying, ‘it is important to know where your dog is at all times as they can 
cause a lot of damage in a short time’. 
 

Have you noticed too that ground nesting birds like lapwings and skylarks 
are already in the fields preparing to nest and lay eggs on the ground in the 
open field or between the furrows and other birds are preparing to nest on 
the ground under hedgerows?   
 

So please follow the advice in The Countryside Code and The Countryside 
and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW Act) which are quoted below. 
 

The Countryside Code says: 
‘The countryside is a great place to exercise dogs, but it’s every owner’s duty 
to make sure their dog is not a danger or nuisance to farm animals, wildlife 
or other people. By law, you must control your dog so that it does not disturb 
or scare farm animals or wildlife’.  
 

Did you know that on most areas of open country and common land known 
as ‘access land’ you must keep your dog on a short lead between 1st March 
and 31 July and all year round near farm animals? 
 

The CROW Act 2000 says: ‘from 1st March to 31 July any dog on open ac-
cess land must be on a short fixed length, which must be no more than 2 
metres; and, at any time of year when a dog is in the vicinity of livestock it 
must be on a short fixed lead of no more than 2 metres’. 
(CROW Act) 
 

Anne Bush 

HEDGEROW MUSINGS 
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?????     ?????     ?????     ?????     ?????     

 
The almost Annual Tarrington Quiz 

 
In aid of our Church and Hall funds  

 
On Saturday 23rd May 
7 pm for 7.30 pm start 

 
At the Lady Emily Community Hall 

 
£7.50 per person to include a cheese ploughman's  

supper and wine 
 

Teams of up to 6 
 

Please contact Linzy or  
Hannah  

to book a table 
 

?????     ?????     ?????     ?????     ?????     

Dear Young People of Tarrington... 
 
We would like to invite those of you aged 8 - 16 to our Youth Forum Event at 
Lady Emily Hall on Friday 10th April from 2 - 4pm. Come and join us for pizza 
and nibbles and the chance to have your say about the kind of things you’d 
like to see happening in your village. Whether you have ideas for play or 
sports equipment or youth events, we’d love to hear your thoughts.  
 
If you’d like more information then please get in touch -  
Hannah West and Vikki Avery 
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Combating Loneliness: the healing power of commu-
nity 
 

Report by Parish Councillors Maggie Daron and Janette Ward 
 
We attended the above conference, chaired by The Bishop of Hereford, 
Rev’d Richard Frith, on Saturday 31st January between 9.15 and 4 pm at 
The Shire Hall. Bishop Richard welcomed over 100 people to the confer-
ence, including parish councillors, county councillors, members of the 
clergy, doctors, nurses, social workers, charity workers and representa-
tives from Herefordshire Council.   
 
The conference highlighted the difference between loneliness, which can 
lead to depression, and solitude, which can be desirable. It also focussed 
on the social problems of isolation, some of which are common to all and 
some of which especially effect people who live in the countryside. These 
included the dispersion of families, the sometimes negative effects of the 
overuse of social media and the demise of facilities, public services and 
meeting places in rural areas such as transport, schools, libraries, shops, 
post offices and public houses.  
 
The first speaker was Bishop James Newcombe, Health Ambassador of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, who presented ‘What more can the church 
do to support the health of communities?’ The three main points were: 
welcome all by providing disabled access, hearing loop, enable people 
who are blind or have dementia to participate; secondly, visiting people 
who are bereaved, elderly, ill or isolated; thirdly, listening to people care-
fully and identifying local needs.   
 
Bishop James Newcombe quoted John Milton: ‘Loneliness is the first 
thing which God named “not good”.’ Other memorable quotes included 
one from Mother Teresa who, when comparing poverty in India to poverty 
in the West, said, “You have a different kind of poverty here. It’s called 
loneliness”. 
 
There was an impressive range of speakers and presentations:- 
 
“Addressing Rural Isolation, How can communities help?” by Dr Stuart 
Burgess (formerly rural advocate and Chair of Commission on Rural 
Communities). 
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“Neighbourhood Approaches to Loneliness” by Tracey Robbins, Pro-
gramme Manager, Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 
 
“How can GPs help support the lonely?” by Dr Andy Watts, Chair of the 
Herefordshire Clinical Commissioning Group. 
 
“Whole Person Care through the churches: the potential of parish nursing 
in complementing NHS provision” by Rev’d Helen Wordsworth, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Parish Nursing Ministries UK. 
 
“A Prescription for healthy living” by Dr Simon Lennane, GP Ross-on-
Wye. 
 
“Isolation of the young and old – how can we help?” by Ruth Nice, Age 
UK, and Lisa Buckingham, Talentmatch programme HVOSS. 
 
“A Community Action Plan: what support is needed – Parochial Church 
Councils and Parish Councils working together” by Brian Barrett, Foxley 
Group Parish Council and Mansel Lacy PCC. 
 
We made a note of many ideas for our own community during the confer-
ence which we will communicate to the Parish Council and Parochial 
Church Council in Tarrington. Last year we made a huge leap forward 
with the installation of a disabled toilet and new kitchen in the church. We 
have a hearing loop and our vicar, John Watkins, welcomes and visits 
parishioners. The Parish Council is consulting parishioners to identify lo-
cal needs and there will be further consultations in February to finalise 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan.   
 
Maggie Daron and Janette Ward 
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TV Presenter Christine Walkden Backs the British 
Red Cross Great Spring Gardening Event  

 

Renowned plants woman and horticulturist 
Christine Walkden is supporting the Great 

Spring Gardening Event – an annual fundraiser in aid of the British 
Red Cross, which takes place on Wednesday 29 April 2015 in Her-
efordshire. Christine is the resident gardening expert on The One 
Show on BBC 1 at 7.00pm 
 

A new 15 part series Glorious Gardens from Above was presented by 
Christine in November at 3,15 pm on BBC 1 and shown every day of the 
week for the following three weeks.  
 
“The British Red Cross carry out such good work that it is my pleasure to 
offer my support for their spring gardening event. I wish all attending a great 
day and hope it will raise large amounts for this great charity.” 
 
Once again we are delighted to hold the event at Whitfield Estate, nr. 
Wormbridge, HR2 9BA with the kind permission of Mr and Mrs Edward 
Clive and Mr Nigel Winney. The property, not generally open to the public, 
is located 8 mls SW of Hereford, on the A465 Hereford to Abergavenny road. 
 
The event itself will take place on the parkland, but visitors will also have ac-
cess to some of the private gardens. Features include wild flowers, ponds, a 
walled garden, many flowering magnolias (species and hybrids), a ginkgo 
tree dating from 1780, and a 1½ mile woodland walk with a redwood grove 
from 1851. Last year’s 2014 event held at Hampton Court Castle, Leomin-
ster brought visitor numbers to just over 2,000. The total sum raised was just 
over £38,000, a record for this event.   
  
Caroline Savage, senior community fundraiser at the Red Cross in Hereford-
shire, Shropshire and Worcestershire said: “We are delighted to be returning 
to Whitfield for next year’s Great Spring Gardening Event, it’s a wonderful 
venue providing a perfect setting for our event”. 
 
Our services support people to maintain their independence; this could in-
volve anything from loaning a wheelchair, providing transport to medical ap-
pointments, or supporting them to return home after a stay in hospital. We 
also provide first aid at events, community first aid training, emergency re-
sponse and our youth team helps young people develop humanitarian val-
ues and gain vital life skills. 
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 Do you find yourself struggling to declutter your home? 
 Do you feel like you’re drowning in paperwork? 
 Do you find it hard to make time to do the things you really 

want? 
 Is your disorganisation getting you down? 

The Organised Company is based in Wellington, Herefordshire. We 
offer decluttering services and a Virtual PA service. Get in touch with 
Ros Hayes MBE MBA now to see how The Organised Company can 
help you.  
 
Tel: 07585 556421 Email: ros@theorganisedcompany.co.uk  
www.theorganisedcompany.co.uk 
 
Member of the Association of Professional Declutterers & Organisers 

The Spring Garden Event organising committee is made up of volunteers 
and provides invaluable support, each member bringing relevant experience 
to the event. They are ably assisted by a large team of volunteers. 
 
Balfour Beatty Living Places has agreed to provide the traffic management 
and road signage for this event. 
 
C W Garden Marquees also continue with their valued support, supplying 
marquees and other event equipment. 
 
This annual gardening event will feature over 80 exhibitors; nurseries, corpo-
rate supporters and sponsors will come together to provide a selection of 
garden related items, plants, country clothing and outdoor lifestyle ranges. 
The event runs from 10.30 am to 4.30 pm. Ticket price includes entrance to 
the event and some of the private gardens. Admission is £7.00 per person at 
the entrance gate or £6.00, in advance, via: 
 
www.redcross.org.uk/gardeningevent. Online ticketing is now open. 
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Wags and Wellies Dog Walking Events this Spring 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your four-legged friends are invited to our series of sponsored dog walks. There 
will be routes through Herefordshire’s most picturesque fields, woodlands, 
riverbanks and country lanes. There is a real sense of community spirit at the 
heart of this ever-popular event. Wags & Wellies is perfect for getting out and 
about with friends and family, and a chance to meet new people. There will be 
many doggy-themed stalls from local businesses for you to browse after the 
walk, so you will be supporting your local community as well as your Hospice. 
Collect three special St Michael’s Hospice dog tags - one from each event. 
There will be plenty of dog-tastic entertainment for pets and their owners at eve-
ry venue.  
 
Leominster, Saturday 18th April 
The 4km walk starts and finishes at Brightwells in Easters Court and takes you 
along part of the beautiful Kenwater river. All dogs will receive a doggy treat and 
a red St Michael’s Hospice dog tag.  
 
Ledbury, (venue and date TBC: please contact the Events Team to receive 
priority booking) 
All dogs will receive a doggy treat and a green St Michael’s Hospice dog tag. For 
each event, there will be demonstrations from the Paws For Thought Display 
Team (you can even have a go yourselves in the Doggy Dash!) and a profes-
sionally-judged ‘Just for Fun’ dog show. 
 
Entry fees 
Individual walks: Pre-entry £5 per adult - £3 per child under 16. On the day entry 
£7 per adult - £5 per child under 16. All three walks: Pre-entry for all three walks 
£12 per adult - £7 per child under 16. 
 
For more information and for terms and conditions, please contact the Events 
Team on 01432 851000 or visit our website at www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
Events/wags-wellies.  

 

NEWS FROM ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE 
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We've MOVED! 
 
As of March 2015, phase one of the St Michael's Hospice Redevelopment has 
been completed, and we couldn't be more delighted with the progress thus far. 
Although there is a great deal of rehabilitation to be done in the original building, 
the Hospice's medical and administrative teams have successfully moved into 
our beautifully designed offices and spaces within the Inpatient Unit. Ruth Den-
ison, Head of Fundraising, said, "It was a real team effort; all the Hospice depart-
ments pulled together to ensure that everything ran smoothly and to plan. We 
couldn't have done it without the help of the NatWest private banking team from 
the West Midlands, who worked tirelessly on the day and saved us further ex-
pense. Local businesses such as GB Liners were also incredibly important in 
helping us keep the move on schedule." Ruth continued, "This is of course only 
the first phase: we still have a great deal of renovation work scheduled for the 
first set of buildings we've now vacated, so we can offer support to even more 
families through better Day Hospice facilities."  
 
And none of this would have been possible without the generous support of our 
community. Because of you...we are now able to care for even more people and 
their families and friends when they need us most. 

Can you help St Michael's Hospice make 2015 our 

best Open Gardens summer to date? 

In 2014, gardeners from Herefordshire and beyond used their horticultural crea-
tivity to support St Michael’s Hospice by opening their gardens. Visitors enjoyed 
the delights of 32 unique gardens, including private gardens not normally open 
to the public, such as the Newport House estate. Stoke Prior and Wellington 
Heath also held village-wide Open Garden events. In total, an astonishing 
£24,000 was raised by our green-fingered supporters. 
 
Opening your garden for St Michael’s Hospice can be a very rewarding experi-
ence, for you and the people who visit. If you have a garden that delights people, 
please think about opening it for St Michael’s Hospice. It doesn’t have to be 
elaborate; as long as your garden is interesting and has character, we would 
love to hear from you. We will give you all the help and guidance needed to offer 
visitors the chance to share and enjoy your love of gardening. 
 
It’s up to you when you would like to open your garden. Perhaps you’d like to 
join with neighbours and hold a village Open Garden day? The choice is yours. If 
you are interested in finding out more, please call the Community Fundraising 
Team at St Michael’s Hospice on 01432 851000. Please support St Michael’s 
Hospice and help make 2015 a summer of gardening delights. 
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Ledbury Food Bank 
 

Please consider donating tinned or dry 
goods, home essentials or money to the 
Ledbury Food Bank. The demand is 
much higher than originally anticipated 
and all are desperately needed. Dona-
tions can be left in St Michael’s Church, 
Ledbury, the Council Offices in Church 
Lane, or at the Master’s House.  
 
Volunteers are also needed to serve in 
the Food Bank, sort gifts and control 
stock, amongst other things. If you can 
help, please telephone 01531 633357 
or 01531 633643. 
 
If you are in need yourself, please con-
tact a health professional, police, CAB, 
Age UK or other voluntary organisation, 
or state welfare. Otherwise contact your 
local Vicar who will also be able to refer 
you to the Food Bank. You will be treat-
ed with total confidentiality. 

Fownhope Medical Centre 
 
Contact Details 
Surgery: 01432 860235 
Dispensary: 01432 860241 
Web: www.fownhopesurgery.co.uk 
 
Surgery Hours 
Monday to Friday, 8am to 6.30pm. 
Reception staff are available on the tele-
phone from 8am until 6pm each day. 
 
Making an appointment 
The number to call is 01432 860235. 
Please advise the surgery as soon as 
possible if you are unable to attend an 
appointment. 
 
Out of Hours 
Should you need a doctor between the 
hours of 6pm and 8am Monday to Friday 
and 6pm Friday to 8am Monday, please 
telephone Primecare on 0330 123 9309. 
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EMERGENCY 
Police/Fire/Ambulance………. 999 
Police (non-emergency)...…… 101 
Gas…………………………….. 0800 111 999 
Welsh Water………………….. 0800 281 432 
Severn Trent Water………….. 0800 783 4444 
Electricity……………………… 0800 328 1111 
 

HEALTH & MEDICAL 
Hereford County Hospital …… 01432 355444 
Fownhope Surgery …………... 01432 860235 
NHS 111………………………..  111 
 

LOCAL SERVICES 
Citizens Advice Bureau……… 01684 563611 
Age Concern………………….. 01531 631280 
Samaritans……………………. 01432 269000 
 

LOCAL CLERGY 
John Watkins…………………. 01432 890595 
Nicky Seabright………………. 01531 640252 

 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

 

476 BUS TIMES 

Tarrington  
To 

Hereford 
(Mon - Sat) 

 
0704 Mon - Fri 
0800 Mon - Sat 
0834 Mon - Fri 
0954 
1024 
1124 
1224 
1324 
1424 
1519 
1724 
1854 
2024 
2254 Fri & Sat 

Tarrington 
To 

Ledbury 
(Mon - Sat) 

 
0750 Mon - Fri 

0855 
0940 
1040 
1140 
1240 
1340 
1440 
1540 
1640 
1740 Mon - Fri 

1805 
1935 
2135 
2335 Fri & Sat 

Could you host international students? 
 

Gateway Education are looking for people who could 
host international students going to a local independent 
school while they study for their GCSEs and A levels. 

 
In return for offering bed, board and a caring home, hosts 

receive a generous monthly allowance.  
 

If you are interested please contact 
Carole or Allan Hawkins on 01531 636563 or 

Emma Arthurs on 01604 642082 for more details. 
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Tarrington Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
Progress Report – March 2015  

 
The Steering Group has been working hard over the last few months, study-
ing the various guidance documents provided by Herefordshire Council (HC) 
and interpreting the development requirements implicit in the proposed Core 
Strategy. We also reviewed the results of the residents’ survey carried out in 
September and used the information to write a series of objectives and draft 
policies for the NDP. Some of the results turned out to be in conflict with one 
another, in the light of government policy information acquired after the sur-
vey.  
 
Based on guidance from HC Planning Dept, our best (least development) 
estimate was that sites for 20 houses would be required, between 2011 and 
2031, around the core village. We then reviewed as many as possible of the 
potential sites for development close to the existing Settlement Boundary 
and one near Garbrook. It’s fair to say that none of the sites were ideal and 
impact of an extra 20 houses on the narrow lanes around the village would 
be significant. 
 
The information gathered regarding the survey results, sites and our draft 
policies, was presented to two Open Sessions in February and attendees 
were invited to record their views on a response sheet, which has been ana-
lysed.  
 
This would be the obvious point to describe the results, but the whole exer-
cise has possibly been undermined by the problems that HC have with their 
Core Strategy. Basically, it has been rejected by the Planning Inspector, be-
cause the numbers relating to development in the rural areas did not add up 
and the definitions of different types of rural area (such as the distinction be-
tween Tarrington and Little Tarrington) were imprecise. HC are in the pro-
cess of amending the draft policy and until this is re-issued (and approved), 
we do not have clear guidance on the numbers of houses required.  
 
When this is available, the Steering Group will re-assess the sites and put 
forward some options for parishioners to evaluate. This cannot occur until 
after the Local Government elections in May. 
 
John Tallis, Steering Group Chairman  
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THE MARKET THEATRE, LEDBURY                                              

Online address: www.themarkettheatre.com                                  

Box Office: 01432 383663 

Out of Hours: 07967 517125 

APRIL 
 

LIVE SHOWS 
Thursday 23rd - Saturday 25th April at 8.00 

pm  

LADS PRODUCTION 

TARTUFFE by MOLIERE 

Hailed as one of Moliere’s most entertaining 

and enduring plays 

Tickets: £10, Students £6  

 

FILMS 
Friday 3rd April at 8.00 pm 

THE HUNDRED FOOT JOURNEY (123 

mins) 

Tickets: £5, Students £3 

 

Wednesday 8th April at 10.30 am 

MR TURNER (150 mins) 

Tickets: £5, Students £3 

 

Friday 10th April at 8.00 pm 

NIGHT MOVES (112 mins) 

Tickets: £5, Students £3 

 

Thursday 30th April at 8.00 pm 

SET FIRE TO THE STARS (115 mins) 

Tickets: £5, Students £3 

 

MAY 

 
LIVE SHOWS 
Friday 1st May at 8.00 pm 

THEATRE NEWFOUNDLAND LABRA-

DOR 

WITH CRUEL TIMES IN BETWEEN 

A portrait of Newfoundland culture in Po-

ems, Prose, Songs and Plays 

Tickets: £12, Students £8 

Saturday 2nd May at 8.00 pm 

BABAJACK 

Intoxicating brew of blues, folk and roots 

music 

Tickets: £12, Students £8 

 

Wed 20th - Sat 23rd May at 7.30 pm 

Saturday matinee 2.30 pm 

LADS PRODUCTION 

PETER PAN THE MUSICAL 

Tickets: £10, Students £5 

 

Saturday 30th May at 8.00 pm 

HOTBUCKLE THEATRE COMPANY 

PERSUASION – JANE AUSTEN 

Tickets: £12, Students £8 

 

LIVE SCREENINGS 
Tuesday 5th May at 7.15 pm 

THE ROYAL BALLET  

LA FILLE MAL GARDEE 

Tickets: £15, Students £12.50 

 

Wednesday 27th May at 7.00 pm 

NATIONAL THEATRE ENCLORE 

SCREENING 

THE HARD PROBLEM by Tom Stoppard 

Tickets: £14, Students £12 

 

FILMS 
Friday 8th May at 8.00 pm 

JULES ET JIM (105 mins) 

Tickets: £5, Students £3 

 
Wednesday 13th May at 10.30 am 

PRIDE (120 mins) 

Tickets: £5, Students £3 

 

Friday 29th May at 8.00 pm 

EFFIE GRAY (180 mins) 

Tickets: £5, Students £3 

http://www.themarkettheatre.com
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For Sale 
 

‘Feed your garden for 
Spring’ 

 
 Smiling Alpaca Compost 

available now: 20kg 
(approx) bag for £3.50   

 
Please contact Anne to ar-
range collection from Brook 

House 

N JONES 

LANDSCAPES 
A local business with all your land-
scaping needs 
 

 Fencing / Decking 

 Patios / Paths 

 Ponds / Water Features 

 Block Paving / Driveways 

 Gazebos / Pergolas 

 Summer Houses / Outbuildings 

 Lawns / Planting 

 Maintenance etc, etc... 

 
TEL: 01432649277 (EVENINGS) 
MOB: 07947376314 (ANYTIME) 

Nursery Direct  
 

 

 
 

Plants direct from the grower 
Specialists in bare root trees & hedging 

Shrubs, herbaceous, fruit trees & much, much more... 

Friendly advice - our prices won’t be beaten 

Open Mon – Fri 9am – 4pm. Sat 9am – 1pm 

Just off  the Kings Acre Rd, Hereford, HR4 7AY  

 

Contact Wmffre (Humphrey) Dafis: 07764 931177 
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 The Tatler Team 
 

Editor 
 

Distribution 
Kath Lane, 10 The Laurels, Tarring-
ton, HR1 4HY 
 

Website Management 
The Tarrington homepage at 

www.tarrington.org.uk is managed 

by Vikki Avery 

 

 

 Tel: 01432 890655 

Professional, Reliable and 

Friendly Service 

 

Dean Nicholas 
Forge Cottage 

Tarrington 
HR1 4HX 

 

 

Tel: 01432 890616 
Mobile: 07796 146949 

 
Email: dean.10@btinternet.com 
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WOODEND FARM B & B 
near Little Tarrington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 4 rooms ensuite 

* 4 star Tourist Board rating 

* Free Wi-Fi 

* Guest lounge 

* Full breakfast using local produce 

* Online booking available 
 

Web: www.woodendfarmhouse.co.uk 

or please phone Sandra or David on 

01432 890227 for full details 


